
Dear Parent/Guardian of 

School year 20XX-20XX is an important year as your student prepares to graduate and plan for a future after high school.  To help with this process, (District Name) invites your student to participate in one or both of the college preparation courses. XISD has partnered with (insert IHE) to develop College Preparation Courses in English and Math as outlined in HB5. The courses are (Insert course names and numbers). These courses would be considered electives under your student’s current graduation plan or as a substitute for English IV and a 4th math course under the Foundation Graduation Plan.
College and career ready is defined as being prepared to be successful in a first year, college credit-bearing English and math course without having to take developmental education courses. Currently, college readiness is demonstrated to colleges by meeting one of the three criteria shown below:

	College and Career Readiness Measures
	English Language Arts
	Mathematics

	1.SAT Combined score >  1070    and 
	Critical Reading > 500
	Math > 500

	2. ACT Composite score >  23      and
	English > 19
	Math > 19

	3.Texas Success Initiative (TSI)
	Reading >351, Writing Essay of 5 or 
Reading > 351, Writing MC>363 and Essay of 4
	Math > 350

	4. STAAR EOC
	English III EOC 4000 

(Reading=2000, Writing=2000)
	Algebra II EOC 4000


To provide a current indicator of college readiness for your student, XISD is using (INSERT WHAT YOUR DISTRICT IS USING TO DETERMINE COLLEGE READINESS – STAAR EOC, COURSEWORK, SAT, ACT, TSI, ETC.).
Your student’s scores:



Recommended Course (s):
SAT: ______________



□  College Prep English Language Arts
ACT:______________



□  College Prep Mathematics

TSI: _______________
STAAR EOC:  English III __________    Algebra II _________

What does this mean?

If your student successfully completes the College Prep ELA and/or Math courses as recommended, he/she would be considered college ready or TSI compliant and would not be required to take developmental level courses upon entering college at (IHE Partner). Developmental level courses at the college level cost money but do not count towards degree plans. There is also research that shows that students that enter college and take developmental coursework have lower completion rates or take longer to complete a degree plan. Through the college preparation courses, (insert district name) and (IHE Partner) are providing students the opportunity to better develop college readiness and earn the TSI exemption so that your student can start higher education without developmental college coursework.
The college preparation courses are both full year courses and earn 1.0 credit each. While students are not required to take the courses, they are recommended as an option for a student to be considered college ready and provide your student with TSI exemption at (IHE Partner) for 2 years after graduation.  Please indicate if your student participate in the college prep courses by checking either “Yes” or “No” in the options below and return this letter to your school counseling office by XXXX  XX, 2016.
College Prep ELA: 
□ Yes
□ No


College Prep Math:
□ Yes
□ No
______________________________________

_______________________________________

Parent signature





Student signature

For additional details or questions regarding these courses and your student’s graduation plan, please contact your school counselor at (xxx) xxx-xxxx). Sincerely, High School Principal


